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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


EXPENDITURES. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid John Kinson, labor, 


Hosea B. Spalding, “ stone and gravel, 19 00 

Jeremiah Woods, ‘ 2 00 
Nathan Parker, cash paid for labor, plank 

and timber, 13 83 

David Jones, plank, 2 52 

Ward Parker, labor, 18 35 

' Henry Junkins, * 7 00 

Joseph Shedd, *“ 2 50 

Reuben Melvin, “ 12 10 

Henry N. Robbins, labor, 47 56 

Page Campbell, 5 50 

——— $128 36 
SCHOOLS. 

District No. 1, Dan’! 'T. Ingalls, 85 56 
ss “ 2,J.H. Flint & Sam’! Campbell, 88 29 
“3, Thomas B. Gilmore, 177 29 
$6 4, W. T. Parker, 80 67 
i “¢ 6, 81 64 
3 % 6, ‘Joseph Hills, 73 51 
$f *¢ 7, Joseph Shedd, 83 05 
ss és 8, Alexander McC. Wilkins, 85 22 
bid * 9, Isaiah Herrick, 105 00 
ts * 10, E. P. Parkhurst, 35 11 
% “ 11, Amasa Estey, 70 87 
< “ 12, William Patterson, 35 76 


$1001 97 


J 
A, 


ALMS HGUSE. 


Expenditures under superintendence of Joseph 


" Q5 


H. Flint, ’ 
James Darrah for cow, 
Ward Parker, oxen, 
Isaac P. Weston, pair steers, 
George Walker, blacksmith work, 
E. Mahany, labor, 
M. Croin, s 
Putnam & Chase, plow, 
Israel C. Crooker, labor, 
Gilbert Small, flour barrels, 
Levi Fisher, Je Ai 
Isaac Parker, wool, |. 
John Abbott, hiahikeanith ge 
Z. G. Perry, use of cart, 
Israel Fuller, wool, 
John Calef, carding wool, 
a. George, one barrel flour, 
sabe P. Weston, labor, - 
C6 £6 

Ward Parker, bull, MiG GQYA BOA 
D. Hartshorn'& Co., stove, 
Charles C. Danforth, coffin and robe, 
Reuben Barnes, digging rink 
Wood saw, 1 
Cranberry rake, | | 
Sam’! C. Anderson, store goods, 
Elkanah P. Parker, store goods, 
Leander Parkhurst, labor, 
I. P. Weston, beef, 

“, ‘kalling beef, 

ai two cider barrels, 
E. P. Parkhurst, adm’r of the estate of 

Joseph H..Flint, services as superintendent, 


Under superintendence of Timothy F: ory 


Elkanah P. Parker, store goods, 
Nathan Parker, labor and ryey | 
James M. Fosdick, blacksmith work, 
Dennis & Co, files, 
Thomas W. Moore, rye, 
Kidder & Duncklee, goods, 
Reuben Melvin, mending shoes, 
Ward Parker, heifer, 
John Abbott, shoeing horse, 
Sam’! C. Anderson & Co. store goods, 
Daniel Jaquith, one pair oxen, 
“ts ©) heifer, 
Bs i“ butter box, 


165 
50 
2 

1 


06 
06 
00 
21 
00 


\ 


. Z . : 
$603 80 


A. A. Marshall, saw, 5b 


Mr. Kidder, spoons, teapot Xc., 50 
Reuben Melvin, rye, 3 00 
George Drew, filing saw, 1 00 
James Walker, tin ware, 1 25 
Henry Parkhurst, yoke, 75 
Spalding & Foster, tea, . 50 
Samuel Chase & Co., 13 93 
Harrison Eaton, visit to J. Thompson, 1 00 
Isaac P. Weston, wool, 10 37 
Alexander McC. Wilkins, heifer, 12 38 
J. C. Moore, buffalo robe, &c., 4 00 
EF’. Herrick, plow beam, 1 50 
Timothy F. Moore, services as superintendent 

four months, 62 50 


H. Eaton, attendance on Hubbard Haniphrey; 1 75 


From which deduct the following amounts receiv- 
ed under superintendence of J. H. Flint: 


Levi Fisher, potatoes, 25 
John Follansbee, calves, 11 00 
Isaac McQuesten, oxen, 125 00 
Thomas Gage, oxen, 100 00 
Town of Merrimack, Jabor and lumber, 9 50 
I. C. Crooker, difference in cows, 3 60 
Edward York, pig, 2 00 
ad &. Parkhurst, three pigs, 6 00 

** stocking yarn, 25 


Wy “labor, 
S. Shepherd, lambs and poultry, 
Samuel Campbell, beef, 
Edward Colburn, Jr., beef, 
Alexdader McC. Wilkins, oats, 


as corn, 10 36 
oa ‘ potatoes, / 00 
ba h stocking yarn, | 24 
a: ‘ ox yoke, 


Isaac Chickering, hide, 
{. C. Crooker, pork, 

+ ee labor, 
J. Kittredge, turkeys, 
Lydia Wilkins, apples, 
James Center, oak log, 
A. A. Marshall, apples, 
Sam’! C. Anderson & Co., produce of farm, 
M. B McConihe, apples, 
E. Hardy, cider, 
N. H. George, cider, 
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$233 11 


$836 91 


op 


Charles B. Tuttle, turkeys, 2 50 
Ward Parker, cider, 2 00. 
D. McKay, cow, 45 00 
F. French, cow, 40 00 
School district No. 2, board of teacher, 6 75 
H. N. Robbins, calf, 6 25 


Reuben Melvin, potatoes, 


6 

J. Jefts, poultry, 7 90 
Isaac P. Weston, pork, 2 37 
John Follansbee, calf, 5 50 
John York, pig, 1 50 
Rufus Parkhurst, pork, 2 00 
Caleb Jones, support of J, Thompson, 40 70 

$530 60 
Under suderintendence of T. F. Moore: 
E. P. Parker, feeting, 3 50 
Nathan Parker, butchering, 1 50 
James M. Fosdick, labor, 25 
John Boynton, bull | 19 00 
Isaac Chickering, hide, 3 41 
E. C. Hardy, beef and feeting, 2 50 
James Kendall, beef, 70 . 
William Smith, feeting, 50 
William R. Hall, feeting, 1 50 
Chase & McQuesten, one pair oxen, 162 50 
Horace Campbell, feeting, 1 50 
Mr. Martin, oats, 10 20 
William Moore, feeting, 1 00 
Silas Shepherd, sheep and hens, 9 00 
John H. Moor, oats, 10 20 
Mr. Kidder, eggs, 50 
John Walker, keeping horse, 1 25 
Alexander McC. Wilkins, rake, 25 
Due from town of Goshen for support of H. 
Humphrey, including physician’s bill, 33 03 


$262 29 =—$792 89 
Balance against alms house for 11 months —— 
ending March 1, 1855, $44 02 


SUPPORT OF PAUPERS OFF THE FARM. 
Oliver Spalding, adm’r, shoes for Tennant boy 715.50) 


Mr. Leonard, for support of his brother, 13 00 
N. H. Insane Asylum for support of E. Chan- 
dler, 19 03 
Nathan Parker expenses to Concord for Miss 
Chandler, 3 32 


Frederick F. Walker for assistance to T. 
Mitchell and wife, 3 00 


7 


Seth P. Mitchell for assistance to his father, 7 00 


Manchester for burial of Mrs. Z. Fields, 7 00 
Dr. H. Eaton, medical attendance on T. 
Mitchell, 33 50 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 
Alexander McC. Wilkins, wood for Jonas 


Wilkinson, 6 87 
Samuel C. Anderson for conveying Mrs. Mul- 

len and children to County Farm, 2 00 
Samuel C. Anderson & Co., shoes for Jonas 

Wilkinson, 1 65 
Alexander McC. Wilkins, provisions, wood and 

groceries for Luther Smith, 14 84 
Dr. H. Eaton, medical attendance on Luther 

Smith, 8 21 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Nathan Parker, highway surveyor’s book, 2 00 
George Way, over-assessment, 7 50 
Nathan Parker, cash paid out, 3 50 
Reuben H. Pratt, cost, &c., in suit, J. U. Par- 

ker vs. R. H. Pratt, 6 00 
William Goodwin, cutting bushes in Thorn- 

ton’s Ferry burying yard, 2 00 
Chas. Richardson, recording deed, 38 
Alexander McC. Wilkins, wood. tor town house 

in 1854—55, 1 50 
Witnesses and attorney in Stickney case, 4 1] 
M. Barr & Co., locks, &c.,; for burying 

ground gates, -1 92 
Alexander McC. Wilkins, cutting bushes in 
_ Centre burying ground, 1 50 
Daniel Fletcher, tax on town farm, 38 
C. K. Mitchell, taking care of hearse in 1853, 2 40 
Mr. Campbell, Teachers’ Institute tax, 21 60 
Albin Beard, printing reports for 1854, 19 00 
N. Parker, abatement of taxes 1854, 12 93 
George Y. Sawyer, written opinion, 3 00 
Aaron W. Sawyer, law services in the years 

1853—’54 10 00 
F. Herrick, running lines, 2 25 
N. Parker, stone monuments between Mer- 

rimack and Bedford, 1 38 


Jacob Burnap, warming and lighting town 
__ house for School Commissionevr’s lecture, 1 
Ward Parker, cash paid out, 3 62 
Farmer’s Insurance Co., assessment, 5 

7 © new policy, 3 93 


$86 60 


$33 57 


o 


Alexander MeC. Wilkins, cash paid out for 
stationery, postage, Wc., 

Sawyer & Stevens, damage, 

Solomon Spalding, ef 

Godfrey & White, over-assessment, 


TAXES PAID. 
State tax, 
County tax, 
School house tax, district No. 3, 


ce 66 66 66 66 8 
? 


TOWN OFFICERS. 
Caleb Jones, Town Clerk, 
Samuel C. Anderson, Town Treasurer, 


7 58 
25 00 
10 00 

2 46 


336 00 
479 10 


Alexander McC. Wilkins, Selectman and Over- 


seer of the Poor, 
Nathan Parker, Selectman and Overseer of 
the Poor, 


Ward Parker, Selectman and Overseer of the 


Poor, 


Rev. Daniel Sawyer, superintending School 
Committee, 
Nathan Parker, collector of taxes, 


RECAPITULATION. 


Roads and bridges, 

Schools, 

Balance of Alms house expenses, 
Support of Poor off the farm, 
County paupers, 

Miscellaneous, 

Taxes paid, 

Town Officers, 


Alms house, in account with town, 


To amount of stock on farm, March 1, 1854, 
ss “© Hay and grain, 

Proyisions, 

Household furniture, 

Farming tools, 


ae “ce 
sé ce 


“cs ee 


Balance of expenditures, (see page 6,) 


64 75 


162 12 


1000 10 


252, 29 


DR. 

597 33 
399 44 
197 30 
154 33 
264 20 


$162 12 


$1000 10 


$1612 60 
44 02 


$1656 62 


9 


Contra. 
By stock on farm, March 1, 1855, 
Hay and grain, 


a provisions, 

farming tools, 

y household furniture, 
balance against farm, 


CR. 
636 36 
247 60 
222 92 
244 35 
154 33 
151 06 


$1656 62 


Invoice of Personal Property at Alms House, Feb. 22, 1855. 


STOCK, SHOATS, XC. 


1 horse, 

1 pair oxen, 

] pair 4 years old steers, 
1 pair +s we Rs 66 ce 

8 cows, 

2 two years old heifers, 
7 sheep, 

3 shoats, 

23 fowls, 


HAY AND GRAIN. 
153 tons English hay, 
Lot of stalks, 
Lot oat straw, 
20 bushels corn, 
26 bushels oats, 
Seed corn, 
2 bushels beans, 


PROVISIONS. 
1 bbl. beef, 
300 Ibs. pork, 
300 ** ham, 
70 bushels potatoes, 
24 early potatoes, 
“turnips, 
‘¢ onions, 
4 barrel cucumbers, 
$ * pickles, 
77 Ibs. butter, 
10 galls. molasses, 
1 lb. stocking yarn, 
50 lbs. grease, 
30 “ tallow and candles, 
83 *‘ lard, ; 
16 ‘ sausages, 


80 00 
135 00 
80 00 
60 00 
195 00 
28 00 
21 00 
30 00 

7 36 


194. 50 
2 00 
5 00 

25 00 

15 60 
1 00 
4 50 


$636 36 


$247 60 


4 barrel apple sauce, 
6 flour, 

192 lbs. dry apples, 

2 barrels cider, 


2 handsaws, 

2 woodsaws, 

5 axes, 

2 augers, 

1 shave, 

2 adzes, 

1 frow, 

1 garden rake, 
1 cant. hook, 

4 draught chains, 
4 stake chains, 
1 spread chain, 
3 sickels, 

2 iron bars, 

1 beetle and wedge, 
Old iron, 

5 baskets, 

1 grind stone, 
1 sleigh, 

1 buffalo robe, 
1 wheelbarrow, 
1 gig wagon, 

‘2 harnesses, 

5 ladders, 

1 hay knife, 

4 hay forks, 

3 manure forks, 
1 manure hook, 
3 shovels, 

4 hoes, 

1 set measures, 
6 meal bags, 

5 rakes, 

1 grain cradle, 


5 yokes, irons and bows, 


1 winnowing mill, 


3 scythes and snathes, 


1 stone drag, 
5 plows, 

1 harrow, 

1 horse rake, 
3 sleds, 

1 cart, 

Lot lumber, 


10 


FARMING TOOLS. 
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1 roller, 5 00 


1 cultivator, 2 00 
4 of a cranberry rake, 75 


-The- household furniture not being subject to much 
change, was called the same as last year, 


Whole amount of personal property, 


SELECTMEN’S ACCOUNTS. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance in Treasury March, 1854, 626 OL 
Town, County, State, and School taxes, 1972 49 
School house taxes, District Nos. 3 and 8, 193 73 
Literary Fund, 81 97 
Railroad tax, 319 34 
Cost in Stickney case, 3 61 
Due from County, 33 57 
DISBURSEMEN''S. 
Roads and bridges, 128 36 
Schools, 1001 97 
Balance against Alms House, 44 02 
Support of the poor off the farm, 86 60 
County paupers, 33 57 
Miscellaneous, 162 12 
State and County taxes, . 815 10 
School house taxes, District Nos. 3 aud 8, 185 60 
Town officers, 252 29 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury of 521 69 


NATHAN PARKER, 
WARD PARKER 
Merrimack, March 1, 1855. 


ALEX. McC. BEER, | Selectmen 


$244 35 


154 33 


$1505 56 


$3230 ‘72 


$3230 72 


of 


Merrimack. 


REMARKS. 


PRA PAP LL LPP PPR 


Agreeably to the usages of former years, the undersigned have 
herewith submitted their statement of the financial standing of the 
town. ‘The town after paying all its debts, has a balance left in 
the treasury of $521.69, and the prospect is for the coming year, 
that no extra expense will arise above the ordinary expenses of the 
town. They think, therefore, with the surplus in the treasury, 
and the money which the town will receive for the railroad tax, 
that the town will be able to keep its head out of water, without 
raising a single dollar to defray town charges for the year 1855. 

They would call the attention of the town to its roads, and the 
method in which they are repaired. It is presumed that most of 
the voters in town are aware that our roads are in a most miserable 
condition; that many of the surveyors neglect to work out the 
highway taxes on their lists till late in the autumn, when little or no 
benefit is derived from it; others raise high embankments across 
the road, which is a source of annoyance to travellers, and has 
sometimes caused damage. To obviate these difficulties, they 
would recommend that the town raise a specific sum of money, 
(say $600.00,) for the repair of highways the ensuing year, to be 
paid in money, and the selectmen be authorized to employ some 
suitable person to take charge of our roads, who shall devote his 
whole time to the repair of the highways, and shall go from place 
to place throughout the town, as circumstances may require, and 
when necessary, employ other help to assist him. 

The undersigned employed Joseph H. Flint to take charge of 
the town farm the past season. In the month of October Mr. 
Flint died, and Timothy F’. Moore was employed to take his place. 
In consequence of the large amount of paupers supported at the 
farm, it has not been able to sustain itself. The crops on the farm 
have generally been good, with the exception of the corn crop, 
which was injured by “the ‘drought. The paupers have generally 
enjoyed good health. 


NATHAN PARKER, of 
WARD PARKER, Merrimack. 


Merrimack, March 1, 1855 


ALEX. McC. min | Selectmen 


STATISTICS OF MERRIMACK, 1854. 
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INVENTORY. 
Polls Horses. 
No. No. Value. 

l)istrict No. 1, 16 8 387 00 
4 eins he 22 21 1192 00 
fe ane 39 23 1837 00 
+: sae 29 11 840 00 
Ff neler 24 9 438 00 
. oe tt. 27 16 900 00 
i oe ae 29 19 1160 00 
“ ae = 16 13 610 00 
= ae 60 9 349 00 
xs +10, 5 6 410 00 
ig bhi 2 2 13 1] 665 00 
+ 6519, a 6 410 00 
Totals, 301 152 $9198 00 


Value of horses, 

Number of sheep, 209; value, 
Value of real estate, 

Value of carriages, 

Value of shares in banks, 
Value of money at interest, 
Value of stock in trade, 
Value of mills, 

Value of factories and machinery, 
_ Value of ferries, 

Value of locks and canals, 


Neat Stock. 
No. Value. 
57 1614 00 

118 3151 00 
115 2896 00 
38 1150 00 
79 1904. 00 
90 2350 00 
98 3118 00 
7B | 2248 00 
20 517 00 
34 915 00 
71 19823 00 
17 564 00 
798 $22460 00 
$9198 00 

591 00 

306,702 00 

810 00 

8200 00 

26467 00 
26579 00 

6300 00 

4000 00 

800 00 

500 00 


Whole amount of real and personal estate, 
Amount of tax on a single poll, ninety-six cents. 


RAILROAD SHARES OWNED IN MERRIMACK. 


In Concord Railroad, 
In Northern Railroad, 


In Manchester & Lawrence Railroad, 31 
In Nashua & Lowell Railroad, 18 
In Wilton Railroad, 16 
In Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad, 2 


ae 


Whole number of shares, 39] 


$412,607 00 


236 shares. 
88 (74 


14 


Names of persons paying over $20.00 of the State, County, town, 
and school taxes for the year 1854, with the amount paid by 
ol | 


Robert McGaw, 109 96 
David Henderson, 2 39 52 
Samuel Barron, 37 60 
Ira Spalding, . 33 10 
Jeremiah Woods, 30 56 
Elkanah P. Parker, 26 56 
William McKean, 26 50 
Hartwell Lawrence, . 23 93 
Freeman Hills, 23 90 
Solomon Spalding, 22 25 
Joseph Greeley, 22 00 
Rebecca Carlton, 22 00 
Alex. McC. Wilkins, 21 06 
Robert W. French, 20 94 
Thomas Parker, 20 80 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Daniel T. Ingalls, Representative. 

Alex. McC. Wilkins, Nathan Parker, Ward Parker, Selectmen. 
Caleb Jones, Town Clerk. 

Samuel C. Anderson, Town ‘Treasurer. 

Rey. Daniel Sawyer, Superintending School Committee. 
Samuel Campbell, Geo. W. Gilchrist, Constables. 

Nathan Parker, Collector of Taxes. 


VOTES FOR GOVERNOR, 1854. 


James Bell, ~ 118 
Nathaniel B. Baker, 100 
Jared Perkins, apt 

Total, 229 


The town of Merrimack is about 9 miles in length, from north 
to south, and on the north line, (which is probably its greatest 
breadth,) between Bedford and Merrimack, 6 miles, 117 rods. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


~~~ 


In compliance with the law of the State, requiring a report of 
the schools, the committee would respectfully submit the following : 

Not being acquainted with the condition of the schools in former 
years, your committee, at first, labored under some disadvantages. 
But a better knowledge concerning them has produced a conviction 
upon his mind, that the schools in the town of Merrimack are not 
inferior to those of other towns. 

And yet much attention is requisite on the part of all concerned, 
in order to raise them to the point of elevation which the times im- 
periously demand. 

The schools have all been taught by females, with the exception 
of Nos. 6 and 7, where male teachers were employed ior the win- 
ter term. ‘The teachers generally passed good examinations ; and 
judging from appearances, they have endeavored to discharge their 
duties faithfully. Some excellent teachers have been employed, 
who have gained to themselves much credit, and done justice to 
their pupils, and won the esteem of their employers. 


ScHooot Booxs. Our schools suffer great inconveniences for 
want of a uniformity of books. The efforts making to obviate this 
difficulty, by introducing a uniformity throughout the State, are 
worthy of the consideration of all. It would be very desirable, if 
practicable. But improved books are constantly presented to the 
consideration of the public; and such as may now be considered 
as combining many excellencies, may soon become antiquated, and 
in reality, be of diminished value, in comparison with others that 
may claim our attention. 

At the commencement of the year, your committee thought 
favorably of introducing the books recommended by the Commis: 
sioner. It was not pressed, however, and no attempt has been 
made, further than to supply deficiencies. At present, some ob- 
jections seem to lie in the way of effecting this object, so as to 
meet the wishes of the friends of education generally. 

The suggestion made by my predecessor, with regard to the 
recommendation of the ** Board of Education to the several towns, 


16 


to appropriate a sufficient amount of the Literary Fund belonging 
to them, to purchase for each district one copy of Webster’s Una- 
bridged, or Worcester’s Comprehensive Dictionary,’ meets my 
approbation. The benefits to be derived can hardly be estimated. 
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary can be furnished to all the schools 
to one order on the publishers, at the wholesale price, which is 
$4.50 per copy. 


Apparatus. ‘This is a subject that demands more general at- 
tention. The expense of furnishing all the district schools with 
the requisite apparatus, is but a trifle, and will be considered a 
valuable appropriation, when the benefits arising therefrom are 
well understood. ‘Three or four of the schools are furnished with 
Fowle’s Outline Maps. No. 4 has an excellent map of the Unit- 
ed States, a globe and a clock. Several of the schools have large 
and convenient black-boards; but many are deficient in this res- 
pect. 


ATTENDANCE OF ScHotars. This is exhibited as follows, as 
far as returns have been made : ? 
Whole No. at- No.days Whole No. Average 


District. Terms. No. days tended, lost. Scholars. Attendance. 
No. 1, Summer, 880 712 168 16 12 
Winter, 868 704 264° NB 16 
No. 2, Summer, ~252 218 34 9 8 
Winter, Register not returned. 
No. 3, Summer, _— Register not returned. 
Winter,* 4136 2514 1622 AT 32 
No. 4, Summer, 1452 1814 138 22 19 
Winter, 1716 1447 269 26 22 
No. 5, Summer, 1197 740 457 19 12 
Winter, _ Register not returned. 
No. 6, Summer, 2310 1280 1030 30 19 
Winter, 1824 1887 437 32 26 
No. 7,Summer, 1875 1115 260 25 20 
Winter, 1875 1015 360 20 18 
No. 8, Summer, 1155 1120 35 21 19 
Winter, 1320 937 383 30 20 
No. 9, Summer, 33800 2532 768 50 38 
Winter, 2365 1495 870 43 34 
No. 10, Summer, 715 619 96 13 1] 
Winter,t 936 719 217 13 10 
No. 11, Summer, 2288 1888 400 26 21 
Winter, 319 289 30 29 20 
No. 12, Summer, 1056 972 84 16:52 Sa eee 
Winter, 616 520 96 14 10 
Total, 31555 23437 8118 528 399 


* See explanation in remarks upon No. 3: 
+ Much of the loss, as here exhibited, is in consequence of sickness among the 


scholars. 
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The comparatively small number of the average attendance is 
an evil that probably has not been duly considered. ‘The absence of 
a scholar, occasionally, is scarcely noticed. But when exhibited as 
we see it here, it appears enormous. It is desirable to bring about 
a thorough reform in this respect, if possible. But we see not here 
the full amount of the loss. ‘The tardy marks deface every page 
in the registers. 


Districts.—For statistics, see table on the last page; as far as 
they can be ascertained from the returned registers. ‘The remark 
of my predecessor, in his last report, concerning the negligence of 
teachers, and the inaccuracies of the registers, will apply with full 
force in the accounts of the past year. 

I have not been able to procure all the registers. Some of the 
schools were not closed when this report must necessarily go to 
the press. A full statistical account may be expected in the Com- 
missioner’s Report. 

Each District has had a summer and winter term, taught by 
the following persons : 


SUMMER TERM. WINTER TERM. 
No. 1, Lydia B. Clapp. Anna E. Fairfield. 
No. 2, Lucy A. Wilkins. Mary E. Collins. 
No. 3, : Allison. Anna R. Riddle. 
No. 4, Harriet H. Fay. Harriet H. Fay. 
No. 5, Mary E. Collins. Mary E. Collins. 
No. 6, Sarah E. Chapman. Andrew J. Fosdick. 
No. 7, Calista J. Darrah. Charles Fosdick. 
No. 8, H. E. Wilder. H. E. Wilder. 
No. 9, Elizabeth S. Allison. E. S. Allison. 
No. 10, Lucy A. Wilkins. Annette J. Parker. 
No. 11, Esther J. Hill. B. C. Spalding. 
No. 12, Maria E. Flanders, Maria E. Flanders. 


No. 1.—Visited at the commencement and close of each term, 
by the Superintending Comniittee. This school has appeared or- 
derly, and the scholars have apparently given as good attention to 
their studies as will average. The inhabitants of this district have 
contracted for the building of a new school house. 


No. 2.— This school was visited at the commencement of both 
terms. At each time the prospects were fair for a good school. 
Unfortunately, however, each term commenced late in the season. 
The summer term was short and was not visited at the close,. the 
Superintending Committee not receiving notice. The winter term 
is stil] in progress, under the direction of a competent and faithful 
teacher. 


No. 3.— The summer term of this school was interrupted by 
the sickness and death of their teacher. It was resumed under the 
instruction of a well qualified teacher. The school was orderly 
and the scholars interested in their studies. The examination was 
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well sustained, in the presence of many witnesses. The winter 
term was visited at the commencement and at the close. The ex- 
amination was highly satisfactory. This is an excellent school. 
The loss of time by nonattendance and average attendance of schol- 
ars is in part accounted for by the fact that several were removed 
to the Normal school. 


No. 4.— Has been under the instruction of the same teacher, 
both terms, who also taught a subscription school for the term of 
eight weeks. ‘The teacher competent and scholars attentive, as a 
general thing. During the winter term a class of large boys re- 
ceived oral instruction in grammar, with good success. . This 
school is better furnished with apparatus than any other school. 
Some attention was paid to singing in this school. It is hoped other 
schools will follow the example. 


No. 5.— Taught by one teacher both summer and winter, who 
has been very successful. It is thought that the scholars have made 
good progress in their studies. The Superintending Committee 
was not present at the examination of the winter term, on account 
of an engagement at the same time, previously made, at another 
school, and no time was given to alter the arrangement. | 


No. 6.— The summer term was under the charge of a young 
and inexperienced teacher, who failed somewhat in point of order. 
At the examination, the school was found to be very much reduced 
in numbers. The winter term was very successful, under the in- 
struction of a well qualified male teacher. On account of a driving 
snow storm, it was found impracticable to attend the examination. 


No. 7.— ‘Taught in the summer by a female, in the winter by a 
male teacher. The Superintending Committee had no notice of 
the examination of either term, consequently did not attend. No 
complaint has been heard from it. efit leony 


No. 8.— Employed the same teacher for both terms; also, for 
four weeks subscription school. ‘The teacher was well qualified, 
in point of knowledge and the art of teaching. ‘The examinations 
of both terms were highly satisfactory. 


No. 9.— Employed the same teacher both terms. Under this 
teacher, the school, though large, and most of the scholars small, 
was very successful. Both examinations were well sustained. 


No. 10.— This district embraces a small portion of each of the 
towns of Merrimack and Bedford. ‘The examination in the sum- 
mer was not attended by the committee, on account of three others 
being under examination at the same time, and from necessity was 
omitted. More than half of the money is reported as appropriated 
by Bedford. ‘The appropriation from Merrimack, for the year, was 
$35.11, of which $10 was expended for the summer school. 

The teacher of the winter term remarks that, ‘* On account of 
sickness, both of herself and pupils, the school was suspended six 
weeks, and some are still unable to resume their studies ; con- 
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sequently, the progress of the school was retarded. And owing to 
the irregular attendance of some, the improvement has not been 
made which was hoped, and labored for,” 


No. 11.— The committee has visited this school five times during 
the year. The public funds are reported to have been expended on 
eighteen weeks. ‘They have supported a subscription school twenty 
five weeks. This school has been as prosperous as circumstances 
would permit. Bath teachers, no doubt, endeavored to perform their 
duties faithfully. 


No. 12.—Employed the same teacher for both terms, ‘The sum- 
mer term was very successful. The winter term less so, but no es- 
sential difficulty attended it. 


No’s 4, 6 and 11 were visited by the Commissioner and were fa- 
vorably noticed by him. No. 6 received from Amherst $15.53. 
No. 12 received from Amherst $10.42. 


Suecestrons.— Our object in promoting the welfare of common 
schools is not a personal consideration, but public. Hence, all 
necessary sacrifices should be cheerfully made to secure all the 
benefits for which they are designed. ' All classes in community 
have a mutual interest in them, and all are called upon to aid, in 
every possible way, in support of them. 

Action is demanded of the lega! voters at the annual town meet- 
ing, to secure the effectual observance of the law, by all who have 
an agency in the regulation of schools. If the town would pass a 
by-law, constituting the Superintending and Prudential Committees 
a board of Commissioners for the town, auxiliary to the board of 
the State, requiring them to meet annually, or semi-annually, previ- 
‘ous to the commencement of the schools, for mutual consultation, 
and to secure concert of action, it would do much to remove diffi- 
culties which have long been in the way. 

Greater efforts should be made in the school districts to interest 
every family, and secure the attendance of all the legal voters upon 
the district meetings. I agree with my predecessor in recommend- 
ing the holding of annual meetings in the early part of the month 
.of March, in order to give an opportunity to secure the services of 
the best of teachers. In the appointment of Prudential Committees, 
regard should be had to persons best qualified and best disposed to 
act efficiently, rather than rotation in office. With regard to school 
houses, | will only say thata commendable zeal is now every where 
manifested to provide pleasant and convenient houses as far as prac- 
ticable ; and it is hoped the interest will continue until there is no 
call for improvements. Every school district should act with ref- 
erence to securing all the benefits that may be derived from insti- 
tutes. They should either delay the commencement of their 
schools till the institute has closed, or suspend them during its 
operation. 

Prudential Committees should enforce the law, requiring the pay 
to be withheld from the teachers, until a satisfactory report has been 
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transmitted to the Superintending Committee ; for this is his only 
data for furnishing a correct report to the town, and to the Secretary 
of State. 

Teachers should be strict and accurate in noticing the absences 
and tardiness of scholars. Five or ten minutes should be allowed 
for the variation of different time pieces. ‘The practice of calling 
the roll, at the commencement and close of the school, will be 
found highly conducive to the desirable result. Teachers should 
feel the importance of availing themselves of the benefits of our 
institute ; considering the acquirement of the art of communicating 
instruction, as essential as a knowledge of the principles bf edu- 
cation. 

Parents should regard the district schools as one of the greatest 
blessings to the community. An education is the most valuable 
legacy that we can impart toourchildren. It is a valuable treasure 
to the mind, and becomes an inestimable public benefit, when 
properly improved. Hence the importance of visiting schools, to 
see that their children are enjoying such privileges as are required. 
Parents should not allow their children to be absent from school, or 
tardy, on any consideration, unless it is absolutely necessary. A 
full co-operation between parents and teachers should by all means 
be secured. 

This Report is believed to be as correct as circumstances will 
permit. Grateful for the indulgence and respect of parents, teach- 
ers and scholars, it is respectfully submitted. ; 


DANIEL SAWYER, 
Superintending School Committee, 


So. Merrimack, Feb. 28th, 1855. 
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SCHOOL STATISTICS. 


SUMMER TERM. 
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t Including board. 


* Board given, amount not known. 


Nore. This Table is as correct as can be made from the registers that have been 


returned, The totals of course only include the returns made. 
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